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Project Location

American Street Corridor 
• Two mile long former 

industrial corridor
• 26’ to 84’ wide cartway
• Abandoned railroad 

tracks
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Innovative, multi-modal, multi-jurisdictional projects to generate economic
development and improve access to safe and affordable transportation
• Grant Funding - $5M
• Total Construction Cost - $25M
• Expedited schedule (1 year design)

• March 2016 – Notice to Proceed
• December 2016 – Preliminary Design
• April 2017 – FDOM
• June 2017 – PS&E Approval
• January 2018 - December 2020 – Construction Duration

• Goals
• Remove abandoned rail tracks
• Install a center median to promote Green Stormwater Infrastructure 

(GSI)
• Provide an accessible multi-modal corridor

Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
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• Gilmore & Associates (Prime) 
• Overall Project Management
• Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) 

Design
• Drainage Design
• Streetscape and Landscape Design
• Utility Coordination 
• Geotechnical and Environmental Testing 

& Reporting
• Infiltration Testing

• JMT
• Roadway Design 
• Traffic Analysis 
• Signal Design
• Sign and Pavement Markings 
• Lighting/Electrical Engineering
• Natural and Cultural Resources

• KMJ
• Public Involvement
• Maintenance and Protection of Traffic

• Malick & Scherer 
• Survey

• Promatech
• Cost Estimate

Design Team
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• Philadelphia Water Department
• Philadelphia Department of Streets 
• Philadelphia Commerce Department 
• Philadelphia City Planning Commission 
• PennDOT
• USDOT – TIGER Grant

Project Partners
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Project Steering Committee
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Public Outreach

Public Meetings – 1 North / 1 South Meeting
1. Initial Design - July 2016 

• Presentation of initial design concepts
• Approximately 150-200 residents

2. Streetscaping - November 2016
• Communicate major design changes
• Gather input on streetscape elements

3. Construction Schedule & Impact - July 2017

Businesses – Reached out to every business along the corridor
• Access Property & Loading Operations
• Truck Size
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American Street 
Corridor

Industrial Area
• 84’ Cartway; 120’ ROW
• Active and inactive industrial sites
• Abandoned properties
• Beginning to attract new development

South: Mixed Use and Residential Area
• 26’ Cartway
• Experiencing redevelopment
• New residents and businesses

North: Commercial / School Area and Residential
• 84’ Cartway; 120’ ROW
• Established residents
• Large school that lacks parking
• Economically disadvantaged
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Southern 
Section

Existing 
Design
• Complicated 5-leg 

intersection

• Large trucks going 
SB on American 
Street block the 
intersection

• Significant number 
of crashes involving 
pedestrians

Stiles Street

Girard 
Avenue
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Southern 
Section

Final Design

• Conversion of 
American Street to 
one way NB to 
Thompson Street

• Closure of Stiles 
Street Cut Through

• Reroute SB traffic to 
2nd Street via 
Thompson Street
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Southern 
Section

Final Design

• Bus Bump-out

• Plaza

• Don Quixote Statue 
maintained
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Southern 
Section
• Multi-modal 

Accessibility 

• Parking

• Lighting
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Industrial 
Section

Design 
Concerns
• Accommodate All 

Stakeholders

• Business Driveways

• Bus Stops
- 40’ long bump out 

• Bike Lanes

• Parking Priority 

• GSI – Maximize Bio 
Swale Locations
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Bike Lanes –
Design 
Guidance
• Median

• NYC, DC

• Buffered

• Raised Bike Lane
• NACTO 

Source: NACTO
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Bicycle Lane 
Shift
• Signal

• Mid-Block

• Unsignalized AWSC
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Industrial 
Section
• Focus: Large trucks

• Parking Priority –
Low. 

• Maximize Bioswales
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Northern 
Section

Existing 
Conditions
• Focus: PARKING!

• In-Street

• School

• Shopping

• New grocery store 
opening soon
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Northern 
Section

Final Design
• Focus: Maximize 

Parking

• Legal back in angle  
and parallel parking

• Pedestrian 
Accessible Route -
Median with sidewalk 
and ADA ramps 

• Right side buffered 
bike lanes
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Next Steps –
• Construction begins 1/2018

Lessons Learned 
• Communication
• Teamwork
• Firm Decision-making from Owner
• Managing expectations
• Prepare for Changes

• Changes in Ownership
• Changes in Desires

American Street Streetscape
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Questions?
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How many driveways do you see?
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How do you access your driveway?
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Darin Gatti, PE
Philadelphia Streets Department
Darin.Gatti@phila.gov

Rebecca Biro, PE, PTOE
JMT
rbiro@jmt.com

Contact Information
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